HIA AVENUVUE, SAUSALITO

Caledonia—the soul of Sausalito

Yards from the Sausalito waterfront,
this neighborhood still feels miles away from the tourists
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this quier backstreer. Ar firse
glance, you understand why s few
people find ir. There are no colored
Hags. Mo flower baskers. No sidewalk
signs for frec wine rasting. Sausalieo shows
down in this six-block strevch. "Wha's o
here?” one wonders at first glance. This side o
street, it seems, offers nothing out of the
ordinary.

Tucked past above Hl‘i.dF‘Pﬂ.}' berween H.apn.
and Johnson streets, Caledonis Street is not far from
the San Francisco ferry drop-off. Saill, it remains a well-kepe
secret compared with Bridgeway, is rourisehaven counterpart to
the north, Out-of towners on a uni.s}it shot 1o the warerfront walk
righton by, Skircing Caledonia, they miss what maoss residents
consider the soul of Sausalito, Locals prefer ic char way. This is where
the true Sassalivans live and play.

More than a collection of shops, Caledonia is a community. Hid-
den here are the eizentials—a booksoore, & pourmet El'\ﬁl;ﬂ..tll'll'l.i:
restaurants, fitness centers, art gallerics, antiques, a thearer, a park,

even a neighborhend har—run for years by the same family. The to Caledonians. Longrime resident Vicki Michols says, “It's grear for

street is Sausalive’s sear of government. Ciry Hall sies at one end, dinner, light lunch, entertainment and just walking. You can get

the fire station at the other. A few spas draw folks from around around withous a car, | can hear the foar rraffic—the moms and the

Marin—like the Michelin Guide-lissed Sushi Ran—bur most cater n:nnk;ﬁmin;dmm the street. Thar really sets the rone, the com-
munity feel.”

How did Caledonia Street get its charcrer? It deve alonga
different vrack From the rese of Sausalive. In the lave-19¢h century,
developers boughe a ferry to bringin seeters fram San Franciseo.
The wealthy buils mansions in the hills at the southern end of the
eity; “villas" or "cottages.” they named their private estates. At the
other end of rown, the working class populaced the mudflas, Land
was divided wp from William Richardson's old Rancho del Sausaliro.
Many bots sold in the 1880s were small, but that wagn't the case on
Caledonia. YWith the dairics up in thic hillz, cthe lowland remained
urdwegpcd."ﬂtrc'snm v Michols poines our, “More vards,
My building is on the mnﬁll:.ancd:hua ]WF;;rdcn. a mnrr:nd};h
borhood sense. I'm able to walk around.”

O chese mid-sized plocs, builders, dairy hands and railroad
workers formed a communicy. A welooming, residential feel grew,
The busincsses iprang up o serve this clicntele. "Mew Town” Sau-
salita developed. It became a street where you could grow up, live
your whole life and rise kids—allin che same place,

Before Bridgeway was built as the major thoroughfare, Caledonia
was Sausalito’s main sreeet. It was a communiey gathering place.

explains Nichols. In thar pre-fridge era, she says, "folks used to come
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That's Savsalion’s soul, The begwry of the swoares voone tang
shared by the entire communees. Only ore block ey trom the
wareefrong, Caledonia is pary of chae collective Beoge, some-
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